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It's called pétanque 
(say "pay-TONK") 

Petanque looks like "horseshoes with 

balls", but it is actually a distant 

cousin of bocce and American-style 

bowling.  It evolved in France 

around 1910, hence its French name, 

which means "feet on the ground". 

The goal of the game is to throw or 

roll hollow steel balls (boules) as 

close as possible to a small wooden 

target ball (the jack).  Players throw 

while standing in a circle. 

The jack is thrown to start a round.  

The two teams take turns throwing 

their boules. When they've thrown 

all of their boules, the team with the 

boule closest to the jack wins the 

round and scores one point for each 

boule that is closer than the other 

team's closest boule.  A new round is 

started and play continues until one 

team reaches the winning score of 13. 

Pointing is trying to get your boule 

close to the jack.  Shooting is trying 

to hit an opponent's boule and knock 

it away from the jack. 

Why play petanque? 
For new players, petanque is easy to 

learn and fun to play.  And it gets 

more interesting and more 

challenging the more you play. 

You don't have to be especially 

strong or athletic to play well.  Men 

and women, kids and retirees, can 

compete on an equal footing.   You 

can even play on crutches or from a 

wheelchair. 

• Equipment is affordable. 

• It's a “low-impact” sport – you're not 

going to strain or sprain anything. 

• It's a great way to make new friends 

and meet with old friends, a great 

excuse to get outdoors on a sunny 

afternoon, and a great way to de-

stress after the office. 

 

Is it the same as bocce?   
No – the rules are similar, but the 

balls and playing techniques are 

different.   

Petanque balls are hollow and made 

of steel. Bocce balls are bigger, 

heavier, and made of solid wood or 

plastic.  Petanque players throw palm 

down, with a back-handed flick of the 

wrist.  Bocce players roll the ball off of 

an open hand, palm up.  Unlike 

bocce, petanque doesn't require any 

special kind of court.  It can be played 

almost anywhere – on any level patch 

of flat, hard-packed earth. 

 

Who plays petanque? 
Petanque originated in France.  It is 

played widely in many European 

countries, notably England, France, 

Germany, Spain, Belgium, and 

Sweden.  There are petanque groups 

in Quebec (Canada) and in many 

states of the USA.  It is also popular in 

South Asia, most notably in Thailand. 

How can I try it? 

Come down and join us some time.  

We have guest boules that you can 

use.  And we'll be happy to provide a 

quick lesson to get you started. 

How can I get my own set 
of  boules? 
In petanque, each player typically 

owns his/her own set of three 

boules. If you play with us, you can 

use our guest boules. 

 

If you want to purchase your own 

set of boules, prices for a set of three 

boules range from about $20 for a 

set of leisure boules, to $100 or more 

for a set of competition boules. 

 

 

–  on the web  – 

 

To buy boules online  

 

PetanqueAmerica.com 

 

 

 

For advice about buying boules  
 

Petanque.wordpress.com / 

FIND-BOULES 

 

 

For information about the game 

 

Petanque.wordpress.com 

and 

PetanquePortal.wordpress.com 


